EACLIPSE MEETING
January 22, 2010

1. Nathan has submitted two papers:

a. The one submitted last August to Climate Change: Factors Affecting Food Risk in East Africa

b. Tuesday submitted a paper to International Journal of Climatology -- Spatial Analysis of Rainfall in East Africa (Hession & Moore).

c. Working on a paper with Dong-Yun et al. about drought frequency

d. Reports that Bryan's student, Dasaraden, has a paper nearing submission on error propagation between land use and climate models.

2. Chuan will be back on Jan. 21st from China. She did some preliminary analysis comparing NDVI change inside and outside Taranguire park to see what is the role of climate versus land management.

3. Qi suggests that we use 2005 GLC to identify rangelands and apply the method that he used in the US SW to identify grassland and forage NPP using MODIS 250 m resolution and send to Mario for his RUMINANT model/ equations. He will send papers describing the method and the weblink for Mario.
4. Two Eaclipse presentations arranged by Rob Glew coming up. 
a. GIFT for teachers, presentation by Barbara and Dwight.
b. Lifelong education project on climate change in Tanzania, by Jenny

5. David has read Dominic’s Tanzania educational materials and has commented on gaps in the information (e.g., how climate works, causes of climate change).  David will work with Nathan and Jeff Andresen to get teaching materials and readings for that level (junior college students) to add to Dominic’s draft.

6. Almaz has been working on the new formatting of the Eaclipse database with Gopal and Sarah. The approach is first the type of data (e.g., climate) then the geographic area (Africa/ Eaclipse domain / country). It can be searched in an Access database by country or other attribute. She has been communicating with Erik at OU about missing metadata. She has been working with Gopal on data needs for the SWAT model.  

7. Gopal Alagarswamy showed GIS layers of the southern box / Pangani watershed of data. He had been having problems with SWAT reading some of the data; he figured out that it is because the data was in lat/long but SWAT uses UTM  projection. It now works. They are testing it with one type of soil (Texas clay loam).  He shows model results including surface water runoff, gross water output. Next step is to get the model to mimic the Pangani Water Shed analyses of Ndomba. It has 9 sub-units with runoff ending at the dam (verification approach). Since little soil variable available, using soil types and link to Texas soils database (SWAT based on US data).  Next he needs the soils data that Phil Thornton is working on, and help from Almaz with Access and with GIS. Bill Northcote has been very helpful. 
8. Phil says that he will be working on the soils database and WorldClim at 6 km resolution for the entire Clip domain in the next two weeks.
9. Nathan says that there is a relationship between elevation and the Horvath score (the change point detection method of Dong-Yun). High elevation areas are showing a larger score—more dramatic change in rainfall. Dong Yun’s data also gives information on the direction of change (but Nathan needs to look at it). This is somewhat consistent with ERA40 (or NCEP??) data and station data (used same method). The CRU data (lower resolution) doesn’t show the same result. Generally shifts towards wetter conditions are in southern & coast & around Kilimanjaro in Tanzania, and in northern Kenya. Drier conditions are in central Kenya, Rwanda, Burundi and DR Congo. Maybe there is a band of wetter conditions moving north in Kenya related to ITCZ movement due to GHG impacts. 

10. Tom & Edna. Now have the NVIVO software (like NUDIST). Can analyze different types of data including community maps. Edna is coding & re-doing transcriptions of meetings. They have been thinking of different papers: 
a. Kajiado to extend the DJC drought coping change paper. Stanley’s excel file with household survey data drought coping is not readable because of the way the data was entered. Tom will contact Stanley. 
b. Cross-site analysis comparing Kajiado with Simanjiro on drought coping. They were with Claude when he did Namalulu mapping & meeting, so have photos of the maps. They have notes but not transcriptions of the Namalulu meeting. Kitwai A meeting—Jenny will email the report with notes to them.  

c. Ecology data to relate to coping – paper combining RS data with sketch maps. Jenny will send GPS coordinates of the vegetation plots to Tom. 
11. We should set up a data sharing website on Eaclipse. Jenny will ask Rita to set it up.

12. The LU survey could help with interpreting the village meeting notes. Edna asks for the missing original questionnaires.  Edna asks for translation of plant names in Maa to botanical names; Simon Mwansansu was going to work on it. Jenny will ask Simon, and ask whether Sylvia will do mapping with women in Simanjiro. She could talk to either Claude or Richard about the method. Jenny will talk to Stanley & Edna will communicate with Sylvia. 
